JOHN KNOX                        II
Knox declared himself an adherent of the
reformed religion at the end of 1545. Sixteen years
before, the first Lutheran had been burned in
Scotland for heresy ; other preachers had taken up
his work and had taught the reformed religion -
some of them followed him to the stake ; Protestant
books, although banned, had been imported into
the country and widely circulated. But it was not
until after 1540 that the reformed religion began
to make any appreciable number of converts in
Scotland.
Henry VIII, for purposes of his owns had set
the pope at defiance in 1534, and separated the
English Church from the Papal See. That crisis
in the Church of England, however, had no effect
upon the ecclesiastical power in Scotland. England
had long been Scotland's most hated foe ; in 15133
the English had humbled their northern neighbour
at Flodden, and James IV of Scotland had fallen
on the field. The Duke of Albany, who was
appointed regent for the new king, James V,
would enter into no alliance with England. Under
his successor in the regency, the Earl of Angus,
the prestige of the crown, rarely very high and
never very permanent in Scotland, declined
considerably, and the nobles ruled almost as
independent princes. James V, who had been
kept under restraint by Angus, escaped from the
hands of the regent and, incensed against the
arrogant aristocracy, " chose his advisers from